Abilene Christian University

Digital Commons @ ACU
Bulletin Digest

Stone-Campbell Archival Journals

3-1985

Bulletin Digest, Volume 4, Number 3 (1985)
James M. Sampson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/bulletindigest

BULLETIN
DIGEST
Gleanings of the best from church bulletins throughout the brotherhood
PUBLISHED MONTHLY

MARCH1985

Pldcing
Values
One of the most tragic accidents that has
ever happened came about in the Mid-Atlantic,
April 14, 1912. The Titanic, one of the largest
vessels of that time, hit an iceberg and sank
within a few hours. Many stories of heroism
and courage have been written about this
incident. Many women chose to go down with
their husbands. The band played "Nearer
my God to Thee."
One woman who was allotted space on one
of the rescue boats, asked permission to return
to her stateroom. She was given three minutes
to do this, so she hurried. In that stateroom
money and jewels were scattered all over the
floor, but she took no heed of this. Rather,
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she snatched three oranges she knew to bt\
there, and hurried back to the boat.
It seems almost incredible that the woman
preferred oranges to diamonds. But, you see,
death had boarded the Titanic, and with one
blast of his awful breath, transformed all
values-precious
things became worthless
and worthless things became precious.
Death sure has a funny way of changini
things. All of the things we work for and worry
about seems reasonable until it is viewed in
the light of our own death. The pursuit of the
pleasurable things seems most reasonable
until one thinks about death. Striving for
fame would also seem reasonable until one
ponders the grave. Death just has a way of
changing one's perspective.
Paul said in I Timothy 6:6-10, "Godliness.
with contentment is great gain. For we brought
nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it. ''
The thing that happened on the Titanic
actually happens every day-but remember:
values transformed at death are values transformed too late. Will you transform your
values now?
Norman Mortin
via Sulphur Springs, TX
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From
The
Editor •••
Jesus often dealt with the subject of total
committment although He never used the
exact expression. He said that •'No man
having put his hand to the plow, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God·· (Luke
9:62). One of His strongest statements on this
subject is found in Luke 14. ''If someone comes
to me, yet that person loves his father, mother,
wife, children, brothers, or sisters more than
he loves me, he cannot be my follower. A
person must love me more than he loves himself." (Vss. 26,27, SEB).
A degree of committme~t many find rather
easy. It's total committment that few are
willing to embrace.
A certain young man learned that he soon
would fall heir to a great fortune. But he was
not content to sit by and wait for his fortune
as many would have been. He was a Christian
and had totally committed himself to God. He
continued with his plans to go to a foreign
country as a missionary. His friends ridiculed.
They thought he was foolish.
He had been in the mission field only a
few weeks when he contracted a fatal disease
and soon died. He did not die in a mansion but
in a hut with an earthen floor. The only piece
of furniture it contained, other than his cot,
was a crude nightstand. On the nightstand
was a piece of paper with these words:
No reserve
No retreat
No regret
He had given his all. He had no regrets.
He was totally committed!
Can we say the same?
Many fine bulletins come our way each
week. We know there is much time, effort,
and cost involved in producing and mailing
them and we wish to thank the congregations
which send theirs to us. We would appreciate
all you preachers and church secretaries
MARCH 1985

checking to see if we are on your bulletin
mailing list. If we are not will you please add
us to your list. Thank you.
•'The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. ··(Phil. 4:23)
-JMS

A Sad Diary
First Call: We are going to start attending
as soon as the baby is old enough to bring.
One Year Later: Yes, we are coming when
our toddler stops squirming and crying.
Three Years Later: I know you think we are
awful about church attendance, but Jane
has trouble in her little Bible classes: she is
just different from other children, we guess.
It is bad to compel a child to go. We'll come
later when Jane wants to.
Eleven Years Later: The reason I telephoned
is I want you or the elders to see if you can
help us with Jane. She is running around with
the wrong crowd and continually gets into
trouble; won't even listen to us her parents.
Some Years Later: Yes, Jane is married.
They ran away from home. Oh, definitely
they are both too young, but she stopped
minding us a long time ago. He promised not
to stand in her way if she wanted to attend
church services.
Ten Years Later: Well Jane finally married
a man that can give her the best things in
life. Yeah, she had to divorce the other two
fellows. Jane is upset about something though.
The preacher preached a sermon on marriage
and divorce the other day, and Jane says she
will never go to church again.
Oh, yes, one thing, could you tell us where
we went wrong with Jane?
Author Unknown
via Fairmont, WV
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PROCRASTINATION
The word is derived from pro meaning
forward, and crastination meaning belonging
to tomorrow. Thus, "to put off doing something until the future" sums up the meaning.
(Webster) 'Tis a terrible sin, this, but especially is it bad in man's dealing with His maker;
yet it is about the most prevalent thing one
could imagine. It is practiced in the church
and out of it, and carries the same reward in
both places. Many things are wrong about
procrastination. Let us note a few.
(1) It is a thief. It steals from you the joy
that comes from serving God today. It steals
from God the influence you could have for Him
over family, friends, and neighbors.
(2) It is a liar. It always says tomorrow, but
meaA6 never, for truly tomorrow never comes.
(3) It is dishonorable. It makes promises
without the slightest assurance that it can fulfill them. He who promises God his service
and obedience tomorrow, promises something
that is not his, for tomorrow belongs to those
who will live in it. And no one knows that he
will be thus privileged.
(4) It is a deceiver. It promises to one that
which does not belong to it. All times, present
and future, belong to God. (James 4:13-17)
(5) It is a robber. It robs you of your soul.
It robs your companion of a Christian husband
or wife. It robs children of Christian parents,
and it robs your parents of Christian children.
Many who read or hear these words are in
disfavor with God. None of whom plan to
be lost-all plan to obey the Lord tomorrow.
I never met a man who planned to go to hell.
All have good intentions concerning the
Gospel-but the road to hell is said to have
been paved with good intentions. One can
have good intentions about a thing a lifetime,
and die without doing it. In fact, that is exactly
what they usually do.

Much of the beauty of obedience lies in its
being rendered immediately. Do you allow
your child to be slow in obeying your orders.
Maybe, say, I'll do it tomorrow?
So, my friends, heed the admonition of Paul
which you can find upon the pages of the
Bible: •'Now is the acceptable time. Behold,
now is the day of salvation." (II Cor. 6:2)
•'Today if ye shall hear His voice, harden not
your heart." (Heb. 3:3-15)
Clarence Deloach, Jr.
via Belleville, IL

ENCOURAGING NEWS!
We rejoice with God, Christ and the angels
over the report in World Radio News, September-October issue (1984-Editor). This issue
reports the baptism of an entire denominational church in Nigeria called ''Church of God.''
Also a whole Pentecostal church in Liberia
was converted and baptized, and three more
Pentecostal churches are studying with our
brethren.
Fifteen thousand have been baptized in
Ghana this year. World Bible School resulted
in 70,000 baptisms last year; they are expecting 90,000 this year. More than one million
Bible courses have been distributed this year.
They want to distribute two million in 1985.
Jesus said, "Lift up your eyes, look on the
fields, for they are white already to harvest''
(John 4:35).
World Christian Broadcasting Corporation
reaches Russia, Japan, China and the rest of
Asia. It also reaches Malta and Australia.
Jesus admonishes us to •'.Prayye therefore
the Lord of harvest, that he will send laborers
into his harvest'' (Matt. 9:38).
J .L. Musgrave
via Commerce, TX
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INTERPRETATION
Chilholm's Law states: "If you explain so
clearly that nobody can misunderstand ...
somebody will."

his epistle that ... "ye may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ·· (Eph.
3:4). Later he said: "Wherefore be ye not
unwise, but UNDERSTANDING what the will
of the Lord is·· (Eph. 5:17).

The veracity of this law is proven again
and again by people's failure to accept clear
communication.

The truth of the matter is that if there seems
to be a breakdown in communication-it's
OUR fault ... NOT GOD'S. If anyone really
wants to understand God's message-He will!
(John 7:17)

"How did you come to fall in the lake?"
the father asked. The son replied: "Oh, I
didn't come to fall in the lake. I came to
fish!"

Randall Medlin
Decatur, GA

What you said and what people THINK you
said frequently differ. Miscommunication
dots the common newspaper. Notice how
often they must clarify or outright retract an
earlier mis-statement.
A recent comedy skit on television centered
upon the retiring foreman's final instruction.
As he left his fellow-employees at the Nuclear
Power Plant he warned: "You can't put too
much water in a nuclear reactor!" The hilarious results came as the employees questioned
the instruction. Does that mean that you
SHOULDN'T put too much water in a reactor.
Another employee even interpreted the instruction this way-"Maybe he wasn't even
talking about us at all. Maybe he was talking
about those on the next shift.''
The failure to properly communicate has
a great effect on how people perceive the
BIBLE. Many (perhaps most) think that it is
impossible to properly interpret the Scriptures.
The attitude runs like this: "You interpret
your way and I'll interpret mine. And we'll
just agree to disagree."
Consider this: Either God COULD NOT
communicate His will to us in a way that we
could understand it-Or, He WOULD NOT.
The first view inpugns His POWER and the
second impugns His LOVE.
Paul clearly states that when men read
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YouThinkYouHaveProblems
The story is told that the inhabitants of a
small town got into the habit of constantly
complaining about their problems, troubles,
difficulties-real
and imaginary. It was a
soured, unhappy community. When the condition kept getting worse, an angel appeared,
gave to each person in the community a bag
and instructed that each one should put all
his troubles in his bag and then hang the bag
on the picket fence surrounding the village
church. At a given signal the villagers were
then to run at their top speed and pick out
whichever bag of troubles they wanted.
The scramble, confusion and fighting that
resulted was extraordinary-especially
since
each person wanted only to get back his own
bag of troubles!
When man encounters life with perception
he is a grateful human being. The circumstances of life are different for most people
and perhaps that is why we get the idea that
the '' grass is greener on the other side of
the mountain.'' But a real examination shows
us that circumstances have nothing to do with
real fulfillment and joy. Be happy in spite of
circumstances! There are so many people who
have problems which I am not sure I could
endure. I'm going to just hang on to my own
bag and be thankful that God has blessed me
so richly!
Don Mathis
Montgomery, AL
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class teachers you could find. She was a real
asset to the teaching program, but __ _
happened, and now ...

Shortly before his death, George Bernard
Shaw granted a rare interview to a well-known
journalist. After many questions to the aged
playwright, the reporter asked, "Mr. Shaw,
you have known some of the greatest men of
our time: statesmen, artists, philosophers,
writers and musicians. You've now outlived
most of them. Suppose it were possible for you
to call back one of those great minds-which
one would it be? What man do you miss the
most?"
Without hesitation, Shaw replied, ''The man
I miss the most is the man I used to be!" So
many Christians are not what they used to be.
Consider the following situations:
• He used to really be involved. He led
singing, taught classes, preached some, and
was.It every service. He was available for all
kinds of good work. But ___
happened,
and now ....
• He used to be a full time preacher and
was really effective. He preached for some
big churches and held lots of Gospel meetings,
but ___
happened, and now ....
• They used to be present every time
the doors were open. Even with all those little
children, they rarely missed, but __ _
happened, and now ...
• He used to be an elder, and he was a
good one. He really cared about people and
was a source of wisdom, but ___
happened,
and now ...
• He used to be one of our deacons and
served very effectively, but ___
happened,
and now ...

• That couple at one time was so kind,
considerate and loving. They really appeared
to be spiritual, but ___
happened, and
now ...
It doesn't matter what is used to fill in the
blanks to describe what happened. The end
result is still the same. Notwithstanding the
fact that there are some legitimate reasons,
I wonder how many are just excuses?
Does God miss the person you used to be?
Al Jolly
via Bossier City, LA

J\tUtuL~ S~
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A TIME TO BE SILENT
Socrates siad a long time ago: ''There are
two sciences which every man ought to learn.
First, the science of speech; second, the more
difficult one of silence." Silence is not always
better than speech, but It is always good
enough for us to think twice before we break
it!
Nothing marks a person quicker than his
tongue and ears-what
he says and what he
listens to. A good rule to follow is: if your
words are not worth more than your silence,
don't waste them. And in the event you should
violate the first rule, then follow the second:
if you talk yourself into trouble, listen yourself
out!

silence and a time to

Olden Cook

• She was one of the best pre-school Bible
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READY TO DIE?

o o o®DiJ

Not everybody isl Just the thought of dying
is repulsive to many, especially if they know
they aren't ready to leave this life. To be congruous with the swift pace we live, it seems
that we should take some serious thought
about the moment we must say goodbye to
every earthly thing.

flOo@
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Paul summed it up this way: ''/ have fought
a good fight, I have finished the course, I
have kept the faith. '' The way Paul had received and obeyed God's word gave him great
assurance at the close of his life. •'/ am now
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. '' Isn't that a real assurance?
And we can have that too!

Have you ever wondered why Cabbage
Patch dolls are in such great demand? Someone
suggested that it's because they're so much
like real kids:
1) They are very expensive.
2) They answer any question with a blank
stare.
3) They are hard to find when you need them!

What is needed in my life for me to be ready
to die?

Little Long

1. First, if I am not a Christian, nothing
should stand in the way until I have gone to
the baptistry and obeyed God in baptism. We
know that is right and must comply with God's
command.

Now You Know

The sermon seemed to go on forever. Finally
the minister paused and asked, "What more,
my friends, can I possibly say?" From the rear
of the church came a reply, "Amen!"

Just WhatJ'veAlways
2. If I've been
I would leave no
every sin to God
for their prayers
stored.

an unfaithful Christian, then
stone unturned in confessing
and going before the church
that I be forgiven and re-

3. If some restitution has been left undone
then I should attend to it. If it is an offense to
a brother, an unkind word(s) to our family,
or goods dishonestly taken, restitution should
be made immediately.
No advance notice will be given about death
except that it is coming. In view of this, every
wrong ought to be righted today, and every
disobedience be disavowed now. Are you
ready to die?
John Ballard
Johnson, AR
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Wanted

A little boy was looking forward with great
anticipation to the annual birthday gift from his
grandmother. She usually picked out a delightful toy that would please him. Unfortunately,
this time she had decided her grandson was
old enough to receive clothing instead of toys.
She sent him a sweater. The little boy sat down
and dutifully wrote a "thank you" note: "Dear
Grandma: Thank you for the sweater. It is
what I've always wanted-but
not very much.
Love, Johnny."

So That's Why!
An elementary school teacher was telling
her class about statistics which Indicate that
more twins are being born these days than
In the past. "Why?" asked a little boy. "Because," answered a little girl, "little children
are afraid to come Into the world alone.''
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GOD'S GRACE IS AMAZING
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now I'm found:
was blind, but now I see.
It is truly regretable and tragic that something so wonderful as the grace of our loving
God should be so grossly misunderstood by the
religious world. Let us briefly note some facts
concerning Jehovah's marvelous grace.
First, the grace of God is universally available to the human family through His Son.
''For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men." (Titus 2:11). Indeed, our Creator is ''not willing that any
should perish. " (II Peter· 3 :9) And that is why
He bade us to preach the gospel to every
creature throughout all nations (Matthew
28:19; Mark 16:15).
Secondly, the Bible clearly teaches that
the Lord's grace is conditional. In the Old
Testament it is revealed that Noah's salvation
from the destruction of the flood was due to
the fact that he ''found grace in the eyes of
Jehovah. '· (Genesis 6:8) And yet it is positively
certain that he would not have been spared
had he not been obedient "to all God commanded him. •• (Genesis 6:22) Obedience to
our Maker does not in any sense mean that we
have merited salvation. But it does mean that
we are willing recipients of His favor.
But thirdly, if it is to avail, the grace of God
must be continued in. On the first missionary
journey, in Antioch of Pisidia, Paul and Barnabas urged those who had been responsive to
their preaching to "continue in the grace of
God. •• (Acts 13:43) It is possible to ''receive
the grace of God" in vain (II Cor. 6:1); to fall
away therefrom (Galatians 5:4), and thus to
be severed from Christ and lost. May it not
be so in our case.
Wayne Jackson
via Huntingdon, TN

Joshua
Joshua is one of my favorite Bible characters because he typifies what a man of God
should be.
He was one of 12 spies sent into Canaan to
scout the land and its people. Joshua's character showed clearly when 10 of the 12 brought
back a negative report, saying the inhabitants
of the land were powerful, and the Israelites
could not overcome them. Joshua and Caleb
gave a minority report saying that, with God's
help, the Israelites could surely conquer the
land. The people did not take Joshua's advice
and as a result spent the remainder of their
lives wandering in the Wilderness instead of
living in the Promised Land.
When Moses died, God chose Joshua to
lead his people in taking possession of Canaan.
This he did in splendid fashion, conquering
many cities such as Jericho.
One of Joshua's finest hours came when
he was old. He called the people together and
admonished them to always serve the Lord
faithfully. He then said, ''But if serving the
Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose
for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your forefathers served
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites,
in whose land you are living. But as for me
and my household, we will serve the Lord. ••
Joshua was outstanding because of his
steadfast service to God and his courage to
stand for right against overwhelming odds.
The Lord needs more men like Joshua!
C. Christian
Houston, TX
BULLETIN DIGEST

PAGE9

on different roads, toward different destinations? How will I feel should my mate die out
of Christ?

Questions
Deserving
Answers
It happens over and over. A Christian falls
in love with someone outside of Christ. They
become engaged, and the date is set. The
happy couple make all the usual decisions:
what pattern to choose for their tableware,
what songs will be sung at the wedding, who
the bridesmaids and groomsmen will be,
where to go on their honeymoon, etc.

7) Am I letting myself be swept along by
my emotions? Have I considered what the
Lord would want me to do?
8) Am I sure this is the right person for
me?
David Gibson
Commerce, TX

WHO LOVES US MORE?

1) Am I willing to accept the possibility
that my mate may never become a Christian?

As a small lad it was my lot to carry in the
wood during the colder part of the year. This
job began whenever the stove was "put up"
for the winter and continued until it was ''taken
down.'' While the stove was up we were not to
play around it. If we forgot, we were told in
a very demonstrative way about it. The reason
we were reminded was for our own protection.
A burn can be very painful and can leave an
ugly scar.

2) Am I prepared to keep on going alone
whenever the church meets, if my mate refuses to come with me? Will my mate resent
my being gone during these times?

I believe we all understand this line of
thought. But what of the warnings about sin?
Why is it when people are approached about
the safety of their souls they get angry?

3) Am I sure I want to place myself in the
position of being unable to '' share the most
important thing in my life with the most important person in my life?"

My fleshly father loved me and protected
me with rules which he in love enforced and
I loved him back because of it.

In all of these preparations it is easy to overlook certain matters of much greater consequence. The following are· some penetrating,
even painful questions that need to be faced
squarely by any Christian who is planning to
marry someone who is not a Christian:

4) Will my mate understand my desire to
put the Lord first in all things, including the
budget?
5) What about the children? Is it fair to them
to grow up in a religiously divided home?
Will they turn out to be strong, faithful Christians, when one of their parents is not a
Christian at all?
6) However fine a person my marriage
partner may be, am I prepared to face the
fact that we are going in different directions,
MARCH1985

Why do we rebel when our heavenly father,
who loves us and gave his son for us, corrects
us with his word?
Should we not love those who are concerned
enough about us to try to save us?
Who loves us more-the one who throws us
the rope to save us, or the one who allows us
to continue toward certain doom?

BULLETIN
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Ray Crawford
Poplar Bluff, MO
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A. ___
was called the "Friend of God."
B. "And there arose not a prophet since in
Israel like unto ____
whom the Lord
knew face to face."
C. ____
, was a man after God's own
heart.
D. ____
, found grace in the eyes of the
Lord because he was perfect in his generation.
E. ____
was the disciple who Jesus loved.

Almost
A frequently used word in the vocabulary
of people is the word "almost". We have heard
the word used in a variety of ways. Some say,
"I almost made the team"; "I almost scored
the winning points"; "I almost took the
opportunity"; "I almost said I was sorry";
·'I almost completed the test.''
Did you notice in all of the statements
"almost" had no value? To "almost" do
something means you get very near to doing
it, but you never bring it to completion. According to the King James Version of God's
Word, King Agrippa "almost" became a
Christian. He said to Paul, "Almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian. •• He came
very near to experiencing the greatest victory man can experience. He "almost" experienced salvation through Jesus Christ.
But, in his case, "almost" had no value.
TI].e same is true with many people today.
They "almost" get around to doing God's
will. They "almost" present their bodies
as a living sacrifice. They "almost" give as
they have been prospered. What about you?
Are you living for Jesus or "almost" living for
Jesus?
Ken Jones
Enid, OK

How did you do? Were the first questions
easier to answer, or the second? If the first
questions were easier, less time with the
television and more time with the Book would
be in order!
Leon Cole
Covington, TN
r~~~~~~~~~~~~,
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DEALING WITH DISCOURAGEMENT

,

"When you feel down In the mouth, think
of Jonah. He came out all right."
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FILL IN THE BLANKS:
1. "Head for the mountains, head for ___
,,
2. "For all you do this ____
for you."
3. "Looks like a
night."
4. "If you've got the time _______
5.

"Weekends

were

_

f

f

t

_

t

t

,
,
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t
t

Children of God can successfully handle
discouragement. Consider the example of
Jesus. He overcame a soul that was "exceeding
aorrowful even unto dNth" (Matt. 26:38).
He did so by trusting his Father. "Oh my ,
Father," he prayed, "If thla cup may not pau '
away from me, except I drink It, thy wlll be
done" (Matt. 26:42).

t
t

Like· Jesus, today's Christian can work
through the sources of discouragement by
relying on God. Trust, should be the Christlan's watchword. "Caatlng all your car•
upon him; for he careth for you" (I Peter 5:7),
should be the Christian's motto In hours of
despondency.

•
'

When trouble, anxiety, discouragement,
and feelings of self-pity knock at the door,
send trust to open It and, surprisingly, no one
will be there.

,
'
•
'
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Dao Wlokle,
Huntingdon, TN
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HE GOES ON GIVING
"Diamonds are forever." So says the advertisement. Accompanied by the picture of a
glittering gem, the line is convincing. But,
beyond the sparkle of the stone, the picture
shows two hands-one
giving, the other
receiving. It is the sign of a gift that will have
lasting meaning for the person who loves and
is loved. It is a very impressive piece of advertising.
But is any gift that we can give really ''forever?" A diamond is durable, but even so,
it can be lost, broken or damaged. Regardless
of the cost or beauty, no earthly gift carries
an unending or unbreakable guarantee.
Gifts are, in fact quite temporary. Who of
us has not looked at an accumulation of things
and wondered, "Where did I get this-who
gave me that. ... I don't need these any
more ... "
•'For God so loved the world that he gave ... ''
With these words we move into another area
of giving. We move into a different realm of
gifts. The quality of the present is here determined by the character of the Giver.
It is God who gives. Hasn't He given more
than enough? The world and all that is in it
for us to see, to use, to enjoy-isn't
that
enough? No, not for the Eternal Giver. God
put into human hands the total resources of
the created world-it is plenty, but, for God,
it is not sufficient.
" ... God .. .Joved... gave HIS ONLY SON... "
With these-words we move beyond statements
about "forever diamonds"; beyond trinkets
that can be misplaced or forgotten-beyond
all of that and into the very heart of God.
The gift of His Son is truly eternal because
"He was in the beginning with God." The
Son of God, Jesus Christ, goes on giving forever because He lives forever.
BULLETIN~
DIGEST~
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Elmer Prout
Roseville, CA

HatredForOne's
OwnBrethren?
First John 2:9 says: ''he that saith he is
the light and hateth his brother is in darkness
until now.''
Here John sets forth an acid test of Christian
brotherhood. If a man is characterized by
spite, prejudice, harsh words, suspicions,
jealousy, misrepresentations, or unfounded
condemnations of a brother, he is walking in
darkness and belies his position and calling
as a Christian.
In contrast to those who hate their brethren,
John says: ''He that loveth his brother abideth
in the light, and there is no occasion of stumbling in him'· (I John 2: 10).
These statements from an inspired apostle
are so clear as to need no comment. What is
needed is simply for every Christian who
claims to walk in the light to make a close
inspection of his attitude toward his brethren.
All believers can well afford to turn the light
of truth upon themselves in this matter lest
they be found wanting in the day of Judgment.
Christians who are characterized by ill
temper and ill will toward brethren, who speak
caustically and unjustly against brethren before their children-whether
criticizing the
elders, a preacher, or any brother or sister
in Christ-would do well to measure himself
by these words of John.
Let brethren everywhere take warning, for
some of the greatest persecutions Christians
experience today come in the form of harsh
attitudes, words, and behavior from ill-spirited
brethren!
C.S. Baker
via Kernersville, NC
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THE UNINVITED GUEST KEEPS
COMING BACK
Christ was hungry when the temptation
came to make warm bread out of a wilderness
stone. Satan delights in catching a good man
"hungry" to tantalize and tease. When Satan
is firmly resisted, he •'departs for a season··
(Luke 4:13). It was so with Christ; and it's so
with us.
However, a Christian may find a dozen new
adversaries for every one. outdistanced. (Hercules found that for every head of the dragon
which he cut off, a new head grew.) After a
season, Satan will be back to present you with
another problem. You can expect it.
Manhood is not blown away in a single
gale. Christian courage and conviction are
selciQm destroyed by a single blow. Gradual
weakening, undetectable disintegration, and
slow erosion-these
are the patient thieves
of power that lead to the gradual loosening
of one's hold. It's not the single assault, but
the insidious decay that finally fells the fortress.
No cable breaks all at once. Quiet fraying
of the strands, slow weakening of the fibersthen one day it snaps ....
Temptation has very little power over the
thoroughly healthy soul. It's only when one
grows passive and self-indulgent in spirit
that he is devoured by his own hungers.
So, be alert; be honest; and be resolute in
your determination to resist the devil. You
have everything to gain . . . . including your
soul.
Harold Poland
Arvada, CO

''Forwith God,
nothing is
impossible.''
Matt. 17:20

CONSIDERING GALATIANS
6:1-2 SERIOUSLY
With only a few seconds effort we can think
of the name(s) of some Christian who has left
his or her first love and returned to the world.
Someone we love. Someone the Lord loves
and whom He redeemed through His death on
the cross. This is nothing short of tragedy-a
great and unnecessary tragedy.
Paul said, ''Brethren, even if a man is
caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness;
looking to yourselves, lest you too be tempted.
Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill
the law of Christ. ''
We have an obligation, a responsibility,
an opportunity to restore that lost soul. We
must go to them, not in judgment, not to criticize or condemn, but to restore. Help them to
see the right way and encourage them to walk
therein. Plead with them to return to the Lord.
Pray with and for them to have the love, faith
and courage to do the right thing.
Let's commit ourselves to the using of
1985 as a time to restore our lost brethren.
Pray, call and visit someone you know. Take
Galatians 6:1-2 seriously. Your influence,
interest and effort can save a soul from hell.
Bear one another's burdens.
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WHY AREN'T WE OUT ON THE
STREET CORNERS?
Not long ago another gentleman and I engaged in a study to learn the truth of _the
gospel. We began as I always do: Authority/
Authenticity of the Bible, God's commands
in the O.T. and the N.T., etc. We saw that
God definitely had a set of rules and regulations to be adhered to. We noted that to deviate
from the O.T. law to serve anything else was
to NOT be of God's people. We then moved
into the N.T. and saw that God still has explicit
commands, easy to see and understand, that
must be followed to be of God's people today,
Christians.
This man then became obedient to the
gospel. A few days later he posed to me this
question, "ff what we have studied is really
true, and I believe it is, and those who are not
obedient to it are not truly walking in the
way of the Lord, then why aren't we out on
the street corners stopping and telling everybody the good news?" In all my expertise,
(I'm all of 25 you know) I quickly retorted,
"That wouldn't work." I was off the hook, or
was I, or am I?
Let us ask ourselves this: (1) If there really
is a truth of the gospel, a specific form of
N.T. Christianity, (if in doubt consult II Tim.
1: 13; Rom. 6: 17; Eph. 4:4-6) and any deviation
thereof is NOT to be a N. T. Christian, (if in
doubt consult I Tim. 1:3; I Tim. 4:1-3; II Tim.
4:3-4), then are we doing all that we possibly
can to spread the good news? Let this question
sink into your ears.
Have we not been entrusted with something
of value which is to be used? Two of the servants of Matt. 25:14-30 were told, "Well done
good and faithful servant, ... ", will the Lord
greet us on "that day" in this manner?
Colossians 4:5-6 states ''Conduct yourselves
with wisdom toward outsiders, making the
most of the opportunity. Let your speech
always be seasoned, as it were, with salt,
so that you may know how you should respond
to each person. ''
Johnny Henson
via Norfolk, VA
MARCH 1985

SOWING
ANDREAPING
•'Now this I say, he who sows sparingly
shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows
bountifully shall also reap bountifully. ••
(II Corinthians 9:6)

You reap according to what you sow. That
is a universal principle of life and nature.
In no other area of life and Christian service
is this more true than in the area of evangelism. If the gospel of Jesus Christ, the seed of
the kingdom, is not sown, there simply will
be no harvest of souls.
Much of our current lack of conversions in
the church is directly related to our lack of
sowing. We are reaping sparingly because we
are sowing sparingly. The early church sowed
bountifully! ''Those who had been scattered
went about preaching the word.'' (Acts 8:4)
The early church reaped bountifully. "The
word of the Lord continued to grow and to
be multiplied. ··(Acts 12:24).
Granted, soul conditions do effect yield.
The seed of the gospel sown in hard and
worldly hearts does not produce as much as
seed sown in "good soil." (Matthew 13:
18-23) But, the fact remains, UNSOWN SEED
PRODUCES NO YIELD AT ALL! The more
resistive the soil is the more seed we must
sow in order to reap a harvest.
Dwayne Hollis
Albuquerque, NM
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When looking at the development of the
family over the past three decades, it is easy
to see that this institution has been challenged
in many ways. Parenting roles, sibling roles
and husband/wife roles-none
have been
excluded from intense scrutiny by society in
one way or another. Of all these roles, the
wife's role has probably been challenged
the most. This has yielded confusion and
additional strife for today's Christian woman.
With this in mind, Dr. Paul Faulkner has
published what he considers to be God's
design for Christian wives. These qualities
are listed for your consideration.
1. A wife is a gift to her husband (Gen.
3:9-12). God gave Eve to Adam as a gift. For
a husband to neglect or abuse his wife is to
work1lgainst God's purpose (Ecc. 9:9).
2. A wife is one with her husband (Gen.
2:23-24). God made man and beast out of dust,
but he made woman in a special way-out of
man. If oneness is a priority to couples, happiness will come.
3. A wife is submissive to her husband
(Eph. 5:22-24). Submission does not mean
inferiority. Christ was in subjection to his
father, but was not inferior to God, indeed
he was God (John 1:1-4).
4. A wife is a joint heir with Christ (Rom.
8: 17). God gave woman the privilege of making
important decisions (I Sam. 25). To fail to listen
to them and to fail to allow them to use their
God-given talents is to misuse the gift and frustrate both the wife and God.
5. A wife is her husband's helper (Gen.
2:18). This indicates that the woman assumes
a responsible position by the man's side.

6. A wife is committed to her husband
(Gen. 2:24). This is not a feeling, rather it is
active goodwill toward the other. It involves
finding out what the other needs and supplying
it.
7. A wife is a sinner. The wife will be no
more perfect than the husband "since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God'' (Rom. 3:23).
8. A wife is an individual. The man and
woman become one, but both maintain individual personhood. Differences of views and
feelings are not bad.
9. A wife is pledged to God. The greatest
compliment a wife can give to her husband is
to pledge to love God until she dies. God gives
her ultimate meaning, purpose, and personhood.
10. A wife is a lover (I Cor. 7:1-5).
11. A wife is a confidant. She offers to her
husband an atmosphere of security, safety,
warmth and trustwonhiness. In such an atmosphere her husband can divulge his fears,
hurts and joys without fear of rejection or
ridicule.
God has a design for wives. Christian wives
should determine what is that design. Once
it is apparent, each person can see which
qualities they possess and resolve to grow
in those areas where they are lacking. In so
doing, they can know what is the perfect will
of God.
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Hugh Stevens
Victoria, TX
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WHAT WOULD THE NEIGHBORS
THINK?
What does the other fellow think of you?
You say, "I don't care-it doesn't matter."
You really don't mean that, do you? You do
care-at least you should! Jesus said men are
supposed to see your light shining and glorify
your father which is in heaven." (Matt.
5:16) They are supposed to see and you are
supposed to care.
It doesn't matter! You, Christian, are the
body of Christ. He's even judged by your
actions. It's very important that you present
the right image-else Jesus is crucified afresh.
God ever has wanted folk who reflect honor
to Him.
Take the case of Daniel, for instance.
Daniel earned, projected, and kept quite a
reputation. Darius was on the throne. He
made Daniel one of his presidents, no one was
closer to the king than Daniel. Naturally,
this brought jealousy, particularly from the
local citizen who knew that Daniel was a
•'foreigner''. Daniel got in trouble because he
did what was right! Most of us have our
troubles as just reward for our iniquitiesbut not so with Daniel. He was in the right and
he got temporary trouble as his reward.
You remember the story-the
absence of
sin won for him the lion's den. A distraught
King came to the expected scene of the feline
fatality and anxiously asked, "O, Daniel,
is thy God able .. . ?" (and he always is.)

Daniel's living presence proved He was able.
But the King gave Daniel quite a compliment
as he called him, he asked about the God
"whom thou servest continually. " Solid!

MARCH1985

Steady! Faithful! That's the genius that gets
the job done. No "on-again-off-again" stuff.
None of this ''if I have nothing else to do''
Let the creeks rise and the company comeDaniel still served God.
We need that! Serve continuously. Suppose
he ever had a headache?; reckon he got blue?;
suppose someone didn't speak to him; could
it be he had forty eleven things to do-after
all running the Persian government isn't
exactly pedaling with one foot-but bless your
heart, Daniel dared to do God's will all the
time! Continuously!
Would the outsider give me a compliment
like that? Would he you? Let's get to work and
project such an image in our communityshall we start now?
BULLETIN
DIGEST

-

Jim Bill Mclnteer
via Elmore City, 0 K

\Voa[::j

e=:PREACHTHE

:Jle

Pu/,,il:l)ige~f
(Monthly)

Written by Ministers for Ministers, fifteen carefully
selected and detailed SERMON OlTILINES in each
issue. Our Editor and staff encourages you to submit outlines to be reviewed for future publications.
STAFF WRITERS
Robert N. Perry
Charles B. Hodge, Jr.
-EDITOR
Dan D. Manuel
SUBSCRIPTION
Doug Parsons
$18.00 per year.
Marvin Phillips
SAMPLE
COPY$2 00
Cleon Lyles
FOREIGNSUBSCRIPTION
Don DeLukie
$24.00 per year.
J. J. Turner
Bruce White
SEND TO:

THE PULPIT DIGEST
Box 1340
Palestine, Texas 75801

PAGE 16

THE WOUNDS
THAT NEVER HEAL

"How great a forest to set ablaze by a small
fire: and the tongue is afire. "(James 3:5-6)

It is a fact of life that some of the greatest
damage can be done by some of the smallest
things. The great fire of. London in 1666
began in a small shop, but as it spread out of
control, it left most of that sprawling city in
ashes. The fire in Chicago in 1871 is said to
have started in a shed when a kerosene lamp
was accidentally overturned. Yet it devastated
over 2,000 populated acres, left 90,000 people
homel'ess, and destroyed $196,000,000 worth
of property.
. James used some of the strongest language
m the New Testament to warn us that unless
we constantly control it, our tongue has an
endless capacity to hurt and destroy: ''The
tongue is an unrighteous world among our
members, straining the whole body, setting on
/ire the cycle of nature and set on fire by hell
Itself. For every kind of beast and bird, reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by humankind, but no man can control
the tongue-a
restless evil, full of deadly
poison. •• (James 3:6-7)

The thing that makes sins of the tongue so
deadly is that in most cases they can't be
"undone". ~ossip (Lev. 19:16), lying (Eph.
4:24), boastmg (James 3:5), complaining
(I Cor. 10:10), false teaching (Gal. 1:7) can all
be forgiven, but will all leave permanent
scars that in most cases will never heal. As
Dr. M.R. DeHaan once said, "We can kick

with our feet and strike with our fist, but
neither can do as much damage as a loose
tongue. The bruise of a kick will heal, the
black eye caused by a blow from a fist will
clear up, but the wounds inflicted by unkind
words, idle gossip, outright lying, and vicious
slandering can never be completely healed.'·
Controlling what we say is one of our most
urgent responsibilities as God's people. If
we lose control of our tongues, we've lost
control of our lives, and we are no longer
acceptable to the Father. "If anyone thinks
he is religious and yet does not keep a tight
rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and
his religion is worthless." (James 1:26)
John Featherston
Arlington, TX

DOING OUR BEST
Oft times the very best lessons in life are
of the common, ordinary, everyday types.
The following lesson concerns God's love for
his children.
. I h~d retired to bed and was lying on my
side, Just ready to doze. I was interrupted by
my 5-year-old son Brad, who came in and
jumped right up next to me and kissed me
twice on the back of the neck. I wanted to
turn over and kiss him, but I knew if I did
it would arouse him and keep him from goin~
to sleep. So, I lay very still and thought how
much happiness I had as a result of this
little boy's affection towards me. I was so
happy, filled with pride, because my son, my
only son loved me. Brad had been acting
ugly earlier that night, in fact, I had to discipline him sternly. But, when he expressed
such strong emotions, expressions of love
towards me-HOW COULD I REMEMBER
ANYTHING but my undying love for him.
God, our Father, must feel the same towards
us. Though we as children are weak and sinful,
HOW CAN HE but love us, and be proud of
us when we do our very best to serve him?
David Costello
McMinnville, TN
BULLETIN DIGEST
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WORKING GOD IN

Read the entire psalm. Be reminded again
of the Lord's great concern for us! When the
armies of Satan threaten you, stand with the
psalmist and see his enemies about him and
note his faith. Jehovah is about us; He is
our fortress. Isn't it great to be surrounded
by mountains!

Most of us have had the experience of calling
the doctor for an appointment and being told,
"Come on down, and we'll work you in."
What that means, of course, is that they will
get to you when they can fit you in around
those who already have regular appointments.
I remember sitting in a doctor's office in
another city for almost three and a half hours
waiting to be "worked in." In that case I
just appreciated getting in at all, but I was
well aware that I was not a top priority person.
There are times when we treat God as if He
were not a top priority in our lives. We •'work
him in" when and where it is convenient.
However, God is not satisfied as easily as I
was that long afternoon in the doctor's office.
He does not appreciate •'just getting in''
somewhere in our lives.
In Luke 9:57-62 we are told the story of
three men who were interested in following
Jesus. Two of them made the mistake of
"trying to work Jesus in" to some things
they already had made up their minds to do.
"I will follow you," each said, "but first let
me do what I had planned to do." Jesus'
pointed response to these men tells us plainly
that God will not consent to being worked into
our lives.
As we attempt to be genuine disciples in
the twentieth century, we need to remember
that God and his concerns must have top priority in our lives. Personal Bible study, personal
prayer time, meeting with the Body, being
personally devoted to our brothers and sisters
and sharing the Good News of Jesus with
others are not things to be worked into our
lives if and when it is convenient. We are to
make a firm and definite commitment to these
things because there is a ''thus saith the
Lord" for them all.
We can never be serious about "seeking
first the Kingdom of God'' as long as we are
trying-when possible-to "work God in."

Dan Jenkins
West Palm Beach, FL

Craig Culbertson
Lexington, KY

Surrounded
By Mountians
Imagine the psalmist as he stood on an
elevation in Jerusalem and looked in every
direction. Perhaps in his mind he thought of
the enemies who had assailed the holy city.
From the west the Philistines had often come
in fierce battle. From the south the Edomites
were a constant threat. To the north lay the
Syrian host and the roads down which the
armies of Nineveh and Babylon had marched.
There was no quarter from which the enemy
did not threaten.
Imagine the child of God today looking in
eve[¥ direction and seeing threats to his spiritual life. The army of Satan seems to hover
ready to attack. Menacing clouds are on every
horizon-at home, at work, in finances, in
health, in things present, and in things to
come. Wherever he looks there is danger.
As the psalmist looked again he saw the
mountains of Judea standing as a natural
barrier between Jerusalem and her enemies.
Note his words carefully. ''As the mountains
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is
round about His people from henceforth even
forever" (Psalm 125:2). No wonder he exclaimed, ''They that trust in the Lord shall
be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed,
but abidethforever."
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Throughout the years, I have heard many
wonderful sermons which I have forgotten,
but one sermon / saw, and it has remained in
my heart until this day. It happened on a
Sunday morning when I was on my way to
one of the two small congregations in Munich,
Germany on a cold, rainy day in November.
After I got out of bed, I looked through the
window which was covered with ice ferns.
New, deep snow had fallen during the night,
covering the streets of the city. I tried to decide
whether I should go to worship or stay at home
and read my Bible.
I realized the congregation would miss me,
for I was the only songleader they had. On the
other hand, I would have to walk a half block
to catch the bus to the building. Finally I
decided to go, but only because I must lead
the singing.
While I was riding the bus, I noticed two
people trying hard to make their path through
the snow. I recognized the people and knew
where they were going. They were Brother
and Sister Trollman, a faithful couple who
attended every service. Bro. Trollman was
a man in his 80's who had lost his eyesight.
His only guidance was his 75-year-old wife,
who was lame in one foot. They lived in a
little two-room apartment and received a
little support from the government. Because
they could not afford to ride the bus to the
services which were about three miles away,
they walked the distance every Lord's Day.
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Here I was, sitting in a warm bus, unwilling
to go to worship, forced by my duty as a songleader, and there, outside in the cold weather,
were two old people, driven by their love for
the Lord.
I was not able to do anything but blushashamed of myself and the weak faith and
love I had proven for my Lord. I felt like an
evil-doer in court, being judged by his own
conscience. This old couple, without their
knowledge and without one word taught me
a greater lesson than could ever be said in
words.
An American G.l.
via Eastwood Bulletin
El Paso, TX
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TOUGH QUESTION

WHY YOU
MAY NOT UNDERSTAND THE
BIBLE
Failure to know how to study the Bible is,
no doubt, the most hindering cause for failure
to study the Bible. Miles Coverdale, one of
the early Bible translators, who died in 1569,
wrote one of the best suggestions on Bible
study. He said,
"It shall greatly help ye to understand
Scripture if thou mark not only what is
spoken or written, but of whom, and to
whom, and with what words, at what
time, where, to what intent, with what
circumstances, considering what goes
before, and what followeth."
LeJ's apply this ancient and tested rule of
Bible study to John 16:13.
•'Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all truth ... ••

Is this a personal promise to each individual
believer? Look in your Bible. Christ is not
speaking to individual believers, but to His
apostles assuring them that he will send the
Holy Spirit to guide them into all truth. The
time Jesus spoke this was before the Holy
Spirit came on Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). Christ
was promising a complete revelation, which
the apostles gave us in the New Testament.
There is a growing hunger among people
today for spiritual discernment and a better
understanding of God's Word. One cannot
love the God of the Word without loving the
Word of God. With this sincere desire to know
the Word (I Pet. 2:1), we will want to study in
a way we can understand (II Tim. 2:15).
Lloyd E. Wheeler
Norfolk, VA

There are multitudes of good religious
people in the world. Will they be saved or
lost? The Lord is the final and authoritative
judge. But He tells us that the word will set
the standard of judgment at the end of time.
What guidance does the words of Jesus give
on this subject?
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus spoke
of those who would •'cast out demons and do
many wonderful works in his name.'· To these
he would say •'depart, I never knew you. ••
Why would these be rejected? Because they
did not obey the will of the Father. (Matthew
7:21)
Obedience has always been required by
God. The great roll call of faith in Hebrews
11 says over and over "By faith ... .. The substance of saving faith is very simple. A person
hears the message of God and believes strongly enough to obey. Abraham went to an unknown land. Noah built the ark. Both explicitly
obeyed the command of the Lord.
Faith is believing God enough to do anything God commands. The refusal to obey
any command of the Lord is a denial of the
faith. Being religious isn't enough.
The Jews of the New Testament days were
very religious. Paul reveals by inspiration,
their lost condition. Why were they lost?
Romans 10:1-3 tells of their downfall. Their
religion was not based on knowledge. They
did not subject themselves to the righteousness
of God. They sought to establish their own
righteousness by doing their own will.
It isn't enough to be religious. You must
know the will of God and in humble faith
subject yourself to the will of God. God speaks.
Man hears. Man decides to have faith or
disbelieve. The one of faith is known by his
obedience.
Fred White
Sulphur, LA
BULLETIN DIGEST
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WHODOYOUTHINKYOUARE?
Enrico Caruso, the world famous operatic
tenor, was driving through the Wisconsin
countryside while on a concert tour when he
realized he was well lost. He stopped at a
farm house for directions and a drink of water,
and became friendly with the farmer and the
great singer was invited to stay for the midday
meal then being put on the table. As he was
preparing to leave after a fine meal Caruso
thought it would please the kindly old farmer
and his wife to know that they had entertained
so celebrated a personality, so he told them
his name.
The farmer was wide-eyed.
"This is a great thing,"
he said. "Who would
have thought that I would
have as a guest the great
explorerROBINSON CRUSOE!"

~

Isn't it humbling when a man finally sees
himself? Who do we think we are? Fame and
power and riches are all just a striving after
the wind, the wise man in Proverbs advises
us. The real important people in this world
are those who love and serve their fellowman.
That farmer represents the kind of person
whose memory will last forever!
via Druid Hills Bulletin
Montgomery, AL

THE TOUCH OF GOLD
Offering a prize for the best definition of
money, a London paper awarded It to a young
man who sent in the following: "An article
which may be used as a universal passport
to everywhere except heaven, and as a universal provider of everything except happiness."

CARL SAGAN MYSTIFIES ME
There is no question that Dr. Carl Sagan
is the most popular astronomer in our time.
He is frequently called on since the production
of the "Cosmos" TV series to speak out on
other subjects. His most recent article in
Parade Magazine (December 2, 1984) makes
some amazing admissions for one who adamantly refuses to ac~owledge any activity by
God in the Universe.
Sagan claims that we are close to creating
real life by human· activity. But he quickly
disavows that it has been done:
"There is still much to do. No one has
performed such an experiment and, at
the end, discovered a creature, however
simple, crawling out of the test tube.
Many mysteries remain. We don't know
how early nucleic acids 'instructed'
the formation of early proteins (a problem called the origin of the genetic code).
We don't understand the origin of the
first cell-a much more complex event,
probably, than the origin oflife.
Please keep all these admissions in mind:
scientists don't really know anything for
certain yet about the origin of physical life on
this globe! We only wish they would take a
few moments to read Genesis 1 (of course,
even there God doesn't tell us how He did
it). One can learn the source of life on the
earth.
Dr. Sagan admits that the genetic code must
"instruct" all cells in their development.
I am becoming convinced that genetic studies
will ultimately be the means of overthrowing
the popularity of General Evolution. How
Sagan can admit these things and still deny
that a Supermind must have made the genetic
code with all its amazing "instructions"
mystifies me. I don't get upset by the new
discoveries and theories of scientists for I
have every confidence that their discoveries
are taking us nearer to the source of all-God!

via Vienna, IL

Martel Pace
Montgomery, AL
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ON DELAYED GRATITUDE
Robert E. Weber, in his book, Secular
Humanism: Threat and Challenge, tells of a
group of parents in Craig, Colorado, who have
organized CARE (Concerned Adults for
Reviewing Education). Some five hundred
parents signed a complaint against the "values Clarification" program in the public
schools. Their fear was that many of the
"Values Clarification" sessions conflict with
the religious beliefs taught in the home and
that respect for parental authority is subtly
undermined.
Mr. Weber quotes one of the questions to
which the course asks the pupils to respond:
"What did your parents make you do yesterday that you did not want to do?" Supporters
of such "Values Clarification" courses, for
the most part, insist that the issue is indoctrination versus personal choice. For them, the
direct inclucation of adult values is an outmoded method of education. They would contend--that teaching values through rules and
punishments is ultimately ineffective.
If, when I was in grade school (or even
high school), I had been asked, "What did your
parents make you do yesterday that you did
not want to do?" it would have required a
whole "Golden Rule" tablet for me to have
listed them all! Just to mention a few ...
1. They made me get out of a warm bed
early enough to use God's day profitably-I
preferred to remain, at least for another
couple of hours, in bed.
2. They made me wash my face and hands,
brush my teeth, dress, and be at the table to
eat breakfast with the family-I preferred to
"plop" down in a chair in the family room in
my "sleeping garments," the only room in
the house with heat.
3. They made me respect the rights and
feelings of six (very unreasonable, I thought)
siblings-I would have preferred, at times,
to "beat up" on the whole half dozen.

4. They made it quite clear that I was to go
to school, do my homework, respect my
teachers, and assume full responsibility for
my behavior-None
of those things were
very high on my priority list, if indeed they
appeared on the list at all.
Well, I've listed four "made me's," and l
haven't even caught the school bus yet! The
"made me" day is just begun. But you know,
I'm glad that my teachers didn't know about
"Values Clarification." If they had, knowing
me, I would have gone home and enlightened (?) my parents. And you see, had I done
that, I wouldn't still be alive to tell about
it!
Brad Brumley
Humboldt, TN

GIVING SELF
Long ago Paul commended the gift made
by some impoverished Christians. His commendation of the act was based not so much
upon the gift itself but upon the fact that it
was prefaced by the act of them having first
of all given themselves to the Lord. This points
out to us the real meaning of Christian activity.
It is no wonder Paul informs us that the greatest thing in the world is love.
We need not spend so much time clinically
dissecting the various degrees of love for we
know that when one loves he gives himself,
the greatest and most meaningful gift of all.
When this happens even the smallest words
and acts have a profound meaning. Nothing
can add to the world's pleasure more than for
people to know that someone loves them. It
is the greatest Christian act-it is the greatest
personal satisfaction.
Love never tires of giving for it receives its
reward in the very act of pouring itself out for
another. The world is starving for it and we all
need it.
One can do no greater thing than to enrich
someone's life by a genuine outpouring of
committed love and affection. Just think of
the pleasure one gives by first of all giving of
oneself.
BULLETIN
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the stamp of eternity on it? Our jobs may be
fascinating, the money good, but there is
little to commend them beyond that.

ThatWhichIs Eternal
Joseph and Charlotte Hindley retired as
lighthouse keepers in New England after 46
years of service.
Don't you know that must have been the
epitome of boredom, unless they had an
amazing hobby that would be creative? Their
observation, after all those years, was that
their lives were pretty boring. Mrs. Hindley
suggested that one of the biggest problems
was learning to live with the fog horn: "You
just talked between blasts,'' she said.

Have you given your talent and time to
that which is eternal? Paul said, in Christ
' 'your labors are not in vain. ''
Stanley Lockhart
Houston, TX
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Some people spend their lives doing that
which is boring, and at the end of life must
wonder if they squandered and wasted those
precious years.

0

0

0

But in reality, what do we do in life that has
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ARE YOU AN ENCOURAGER
OR A DISCOURAGER?

There is no diet like praise to lift the heart;
to ease the tired shoulders of a heavy load;
to bring out the sun on a gloomy day; and to
change frowns of worry into smiles of happiness!
I sometimes think the world isn't dying because of the threat of war, or the rising cost of
living, or the threatening changes in the fundamentals of our government-but
that the
world is dying because of a lack of appreciation.
We get so tied up with our own affairs, our
noses so close to the grindstone, that after
a while, there is nothing in the world except
our noses and the grindstone.
We live so much behind the iron curtain of
our own problems that we forget the other
fellow-our fellow traveler through life-the
one for whom we could make the road so much
easier! How long has it been since you thanked
someone just for being there where you needed
them? Or gone out of your way to thank someone for just being the special person they are?
Or called one of the elders to thank him for
the time that he spends in providing leadership for the congregation? Or thanked one
of the deacons for giving a helping hand-or
one of the song leaders for a job well done?
Or even to thank your wife for a good dinner?
TRY IT! And the feeling of goodtiess which
you create in the heart of another will come
back to you in good measure! See Luke 6:38.
Jim Caldwell
via Johnson, AR

By your very attitude and actions you are
probably known either as an encourager or as
a discourager. It was said of the spies in the
wilderness, •'Our brethren have discouraged
our hearts ... " (Deut. 1:28) How often might
this charge have been rightfully brought
against '' our brethren'' through the centuries!
On an occasion it may only take a few words
of discouragment from some '' discourager of
the brethren" to kill some exciting and promising work. Whereas, encouraging words
may have resulted in much fruit being born
for the Master.
How true that discouragment is one of the
favorite tools of the devil. He gets into us with
this tool and uses it on us before we are aware
of what is happening. When things are not
moving as rapidly in the church as we feel they
should, it is easy to become discouraged and to
speak discouraging words. Having been discouraged, then the devil uses us to '' discourage the brethren.''
Let's all strive to be more like Barnabas
(Son of Encouragement). His name, his life
and works attest to the fact that he was always
encouraging the brethren. No doubt, to a
large degree, the success of the early church
may be attributed to this "encourager of
the brethren.''
Maurice Neathery
Duncanville, TX

